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Atter the emergency approval of the Plizer/
BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine in December 2020,
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles quickly mobilized
to help safely administer some of the first COVID-19

vaccinations to team members. CHLA nurses from
Clinical Services Education and Research were
deployed and tasked with launching our COVID-19
vaccine clinic by partnering with the hospital’s

Pharmacy and Information Services teams to roll

out doses to team members as quickly as possible.

When the first vaccine was given on Dec. 18, 2020,
cheers erupted, tears were shed and CHLA team

members were proud to fake the first steps toward

curbing COVID-19.

Once the majority of CHLA team members received
their primary vaccine series, we recognized an
opportunity to help support the broader community
by extending our vaccination efforts. CHLA nurses,
pharmacists, Child Lite specialists, volunteers

and local nursing students collaborated to aid in

vaccinating as many people as possible.

For parents, bringing their child to CHLA created
a positive vaccination experience. Many families
had attempted to receive the vaccine at pharmacies
and other locations but were unsuccesstul. When

they brought their children to CHLA, a warm

and friendly environment greeted them: caring

nurses and Child Life staff, a movie playing in the

background, and toys and rewards. CHLA nurses
also ensured children with sensory issues, autism
or a fear of needles felt comfortable. In one case,
nurse Flora Yuen, MSN, RN, CPN, volunteered to

meet a family at their car when their son who has

autism did not want to come into the hospital.

To date, CHLA has provided over 12,000 doses
to children under 18 and an additional 30,000

doses to our team members and individuals from

the community.

Nurses at CHLA understand the fear and hesitancy
that some families have around receiving the
COVID-19 vaccination. When a mother and her
baby were being transported, Kathy Kelly, MSN,
RN, CPN, took time to listen to and validate the
mother’s concerns, while also explaining how the
vaccination works and its benetits. The next day,
the mother called the hospital’s COVID-19 vaccine
clinic to see it Kelly could give her the vaccine,
and, over the next tew weeks, continued to bring

family and friends to the clinic.

As a trusted partner, CHLA has been able to
vaccinate thousands across Southern California

who otherwise might not have chosen to receive

the vaccination.
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